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son, Alexander, as Prince-Regent.41
This internal party conflict between the Pashitch Radi-
cals and the "Black Hand" military officers is often cited
as proof that Dimitrijevitch and the Sarajevo assassins
were in no way in league with the Serbian Government and
would have tried to conceal all knowledge of the assassina-
tion plot from it. This is probably true. There are several
indications at the trial of the assassins that they were
warned by their Serbian military friends to avoid letting
the Serbian civilian authorities get wind of what was on
foot.42
So it may be regarded as perfectly certain that Mr.
Pashitch and his Cabinet had nothing to do with the origi-
nating of the assassination. It was hatched behind their
backs. They probably had no knowledge of it until the
preparations were nearly complete and the youths were
about ready to go from Belgrade to Sarajevo. On the other
hand, the fact that the Government and the "Black Hand"
group were in political conflict over the "priority-question"
is no proof that no knowledge of the plot came to the ear&
of the Government, We have, on the contrary, the clear
and explicit statements of the Minister of Education, Mr.
Ljuba Jovanovitch, that at the end of May or beginning
of June, Mr. Pashitch knew that certain persons were pre-
paring to go to Sarajevo to murder the Archduke; that he
told some of his Cabinet of it; and that orders were given
to the frontier authorities to stop the assassins, but the or-
ders were not carried out because the frontier authorities-
were members of the "Black Hand" organization, and re-
ported afterwards that the orders had arrived too late and
the youths had already crossed over. We have already
41 Bogitchevitch, Le Proces de Salonique, p. 8iL; Stanojevitch, p. 54;
Seton-Watson, Sarajevo, p. 139 f.; and London Times and Vienna N&U&
Freie Presse, for May and June, 1914, passim.
42 Pharos, p. 80 ff.